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Project 1:
Stop Gun Violence Personal Journal 
...a new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.
—Gettysburg Address (1863) President Abraham Lincoln
How can we lift our voices to advocate for a
more compassionate, just, and free country and world?
Lift Every Voice
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This Lift Every Voice Stop Gun Violence Personal Journal accompanies Lift Every Voice: Project 1: Stop Gun Violence.
Project 1: Stop Gun Violence is designed to help you better understand gun violence and how to advocate ways to stop the gun violence pandemic in our country.
The Lift Every Voice Projects are organized into eight steps that can help you lift your voice to advocate ways to solve major social and ecological problems.
On the next page, you can see how these steps are designed specifically to help you present your proposals for stopping gun violence.
This journal is for your own use. You can keep it to yourself or share with people you want to engage in discussions with for preventing, coping with, and stopping gun violence.
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu with Parkland survivors
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Step 4:
Listen to and Share Related Stories: 
What are the stories of victims, survivors, and frontline workers? What are your stories?
Step 1:
Connect to the Problem: 
What are the types of guns and types of gun violence? What is your experience with gun violence?
Step 2:
Compare Case Studies: 
What are the points of view about gun violence: How does institutional discrimination affect the impact of gun violence?
Step 3:
Analyze the Facts: What are the causes and effects of gun violence?
Lift Every Voice Projects are organized into eight steps. This Stop Gun Violence Project has the following eight steps:
Step 8:
Lift Your Voices, Cast Your Votes:
What are the best proposals? Vote for the top three local and national proposals. Send your speech to your local and national elected officials.
Step 5:
Read the Proposals and Listen to the Speeches: 
What are the national proposals for stopping gun violence? 
Step 6:
Develop and Deliver Your Proposal: 
What is your proposal for stopping gun violence? 
Step 7:
Discuss and Debate the Proposals: 
What are other students and people advocating? Are there ways to integrate your proposals?
Eight Steps for Lifting Our Voices
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In Step 1, the major objective is for you to think about your connections/experiences with gun violence and then to write down the questions you have about the gun violence crisis and the different ways we can stop it.  

What if any is your experience with gun violence?  



What have you read about or viewed about gun violence that has influenced your thoughts and feelings?
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— David Hogg, Co-founder and board member at March For Our Lives





What are your initial questions or thoughts about gun violence?
1.

2.

3. 
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In Step 2, choose one case study to explore in more depth. Do a Google Search on the event and on one of the persons affected by gun violence in that event. After you've done more research answer the follow questions:
 
What was the impact of gun violence in this case study?

How many people were affected? 

Were there specific groups (racial, ethnic, gender, sexual preference) of people affected?
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“And that’s what we mean when we say Black Lives Matter, or Asian Lives Matter, it’s that we want to count on justice as much as anyone else and we deserve to be here.”— Robert Peterson – whose mother was killed in the Atlanta Spa shootings 










Were there any indications of the influence of some kind of institutional discrimination?
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After reading/viewing the data for the 15 kinds of gun violence, take a moment and write down your responses to the following questions in your Lift Every Voice Stop Gun Violence Personal Journal. This journal is for your eyes only or those you wish to share it with.
What type of gun violence are you most concerned about?



What is the trend line for that type of violence? 



What are some of the major causes of this kind of gun violence?



 Moments ago, the U.S. Senate decided to do the unthinkable about gun violence - nothing at all. Over two years ago, when I was shot point-blank in the head, the U.S. Senate chose to do nothing. Four months ago, 20 first-graders lost their lives in a brutal attack on their school, and the U.S. Senate chose to do nothing. It's clear to me that if members of the U.S. Senate refuse to change the laws to reduce gun violence, then we need to change the members of the U.S. Senate. 
—Gabrielle Giffords 
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Do you think it is possible to prevent or reduce or stop the kind of violence you are most concerned about? Explain.
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After reading/viewing the stories in Steps 4.1 to 4.8, take a moment and write down your response to the following question in your Lift Every Voice Stop Gun Violence Personal Journal. This journal is for your eyes only or those you wish to share it with.
Which democratic values have been most important for helping the people in these stories cope with and overcome gun violence? 
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— Amanda Gordon, National Youth Poet Laureate









Which democratic values do you think can guide us as a country to stop gun violence?
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In Step 5, the objective is to gain a broad understanding of the different types of proposals for stopping the gun violence crisis and then to rate each of these proposals. Based on your rating, you will then choose one or more proposals to research in more depth in Step 6.
In your opinion, what are the most important national proposals for stopping gun violence? 


How do these proposals enhance protective factors?


How do they reduce risk factors for gun violence?  
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Which proposals can we most readily unite our nation in support of?
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In Step 6, the primary object is to select, research and develop your proposal for stopping gun violence and then write a speech that you will deliver on video (Flip). First, you need to choose the proposal(s) that will be included in your proposal. You can have one or more specific proposals. Second, research your proposal in more depth. Third, outline your proposal, write the speech, and deliver the speech. Finally, send a link to the speech to at least three of your friends or family members. 
What is your proposal(s) for stopping gun violence? Why?



How can you persuade your classmates, family, friends, and community members to support your proposal? 
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This evening, Michelle and I will do what I know every parent in America will do, which is hug our children a little tighter, and we’ll tell them that we love them, and we’ll remind each other how deeply we love one another. But there are families in Connecticut who cannot do that tonight, and they need all of us right now.” 
 —Barack Obama, Sandy Hooke speech 











Develop the Outline for Your Speech

Title: Something catchy and inspirational 
 
 
Introduction: Briefly introduce yourself. 
 
 
State Proposal: State your proposal for stopping gun violence. 
 
 
Explain Proposal: Briefly explain proposal. 
 
 
Reasons for Supporting: Provide three reasons why you are advocating this proposal. 
 
 
Address Criticisms: Address the criticisms of opponents of this proposal. 
 
 
Personal Importance of This Proposal: Provide any personal reasons or experiences which are related to this proposal. 
 
 
Summarize Proposal: Summarize your proposal and reasons. 
 
 
Call to Action: Provide a moving conclusion that will help win over the audience. Provide a “Call to Action” where you ask the viewers to support your proposal. 

Use your outline to begin writing your speech on the next page. Use as many pages as you need. 



(Title of Your Speech)
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Send Your Speech to Elected Officials
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Now it's your turn to lobby your local, state, or federal elected officials. 
 
Write one or more elected officials encouraging them to read and/or listen to your speech advocating one or more solutions for stopping the gun violence.  You can use the template below to writer your letters. Adapt it to reflect your own thoughts and arguments supporting your position (the legislation you support).

Here’s a link   (https://www.planning.org/advocacy/toolbox/emails.htm) on tips for writing to elected officials.

Here's a link (https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials/) for getting the e-mail addresses of federal, state, and local elected officials.

You can attach the MP4 video of your speech.
 
Put your heart into it.

……………………………………………………………………


Month ?? Day ??, 2023 
 Your name 
Street Address 
City/Town, ZIP 

Elected Official
Street Address
City/Town, ZIP
 
Dear Elected Official (put in title and name, e.g., Governor Polis), 
I am writing to you to urge you to support (the name of your proposal) to prevent gun violence in the United States 
I am a student studying Government at GOAL High School. 
For our final Civics Project, we had to choose a proposal for stopping  gun violence.  
I chose to propose (the name of your proposal) because...(provide your reasons). 
You can view my speech by clicking here (in a link or attach your MPF). 
I encourage you and other elected officials to support this legislation. 

Sincerely, 
 
Your Name 
















Reflect on What You Have Learned
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Finally, take a few moments to write down some of the most important things you have learned from this project. Think about what you knew about gun violence at the beginning project, and then what you know now. 
What have you learned about lifting your voice?


About freedom from gun violence? 



About how democracy works?









Step 4:
Listen to and Share Related Stories: 
What are the stories of victims, survivors, and frontline workers? What are your stories?
Step 1:
Connect to the Problem: 
What are the types of guns and types of gun violence? What is your experience with gun violence?
Step 2:
Compare Case Studies: 
What are the points of view about gun violence: How does institutional discrimination affect the impact of gun violence?
Step 3:
Analyze the Facts: What are the causes and effects of gun violence?
Lift Every Voice Projects are organized into eight steps. This Stop Gun Violence Project has the following eight steps:
Step 8:
Lift Your Voices, Cast Your Votes:
What are the best proposals? Vote for the top three local and national proposals. Send your speech to your local and national elected officials.
Step 5:
Read the Proposals and Listen to the Speeches: 
What are the national proposals for stopping gun violence? 
Step 6:
Develop and Deliver Your Proposal: 
What is your proposal for stopping gun violence? 
Step 7:
Discuss and Debate the Proposals: 
What are other students and people advocating? Are there ways to integrate your proposals?
Eight Steps for Lifting Our Voices
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